
T H E  P A R K E R  D N A  P R O J E C T



I n  M e m o r y  o f
L a r r y  W a y n e  P a r k e r

( 1 9 5 9 – 2 0 2 1 )

A  g r e a t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t
a n d  o f  t h e  P a r k e r  f a m i l y .



W H A T I S D N A?









2 3  C H R O M O S O M E S











T H R E E M A I N T Y P E S O F D N A  G E N E A L O G Y

Y-DNA – Study of 
paternal line (father-

to-father) using Y-
chromosome.

Autosomal – Study of 
all families in 

ancestry using 
autosomes (22 non-
sex chromosomes).

mtDNA – Study of 
maternal line 

(mother-to-mother) 
using mitochondrial 

DNA. (Difficult.)

(This is what AncestryDNA, 
23andme DNA Relatives, Family 
Tree DNA Family Finder, etc., do.)



I N T E R L U D E :  W H A T W E K N E W A B O U T T H E P A R K E R F A M I L Y















Y - D N A  G E N E A L O G Y











“ M O R E  O R  L E S S  
I N T A C T ”











S H O R T  
T A N D E M  

R E P E A T  ( S T R )











Note last three rows of this table are men who descend from a common ancestor born ca. 1660; they 
show the same STR variations with each other in comparison to the other men in the group (all men in 
the group presumably have a common ancestor who lived ca. 1066). (This is Dutton family, for example.)



S I N G L E  
N U C L E O T I D E  

P O L Y M O R P H I S M  
( S N P )











Y - D N A  
H A P L O G R O U P S

I N  E U R O P E



Y - D N A  S U B C L A D E S


R1b-M269
(R1b1a1a2)

L23
(R1b1a1a2a)

U106
(Proto-Germanic)

P312
(Proto-Italo-

Celto-Germanic)

L21
(Atlantic Celtic)

DF27
(Ibero-Atlantic)

Z18
(Nordic)

Z381
(Germany, 

Britain, Ireland)

Early Bronze Age

Middle Bronze Age



W I T H O U T  F U R T H E R  A D O  …

THE PARKER FAMILY



P A R K E R Y - D N A  P R O J E C T





1.

2.

3.





O U R  T E S T E R S

Tester #1 – John T. Parker > Lewis C. Parker 
> William Henry Parker > Lewis Thomas 
Parker > Willard Burt Parker > Tester #1

Tester #2 – Lewis Parker > William Campbell 
Parker > William Arch Parker > William H. 
Parker > Melvin D. Parker > Tester #2

Tester #3 – William S. Parker > Jefferson 
Cleveland Parker > William Hamby Parker > 
Albert Green Parker > Rayburn Everett 
Parker > Albert Ray Parker > Tester #3



O B J E C T I V E # 1 :  
D I S P R O V I NG

C O M M O N

H Y P O T H E S E S

We are definitely not the descendants of John Parker 
(b. ca. 1772 in North Carolina, d. 1851 in Kentucky) 
who married Elizabeth Carroll – as Ancestry in 
particular “recommends”.

Male-line descendants of this John Parker previously 
tested – Their line is in “trunk” haplogroup I2, 
specifically subclade I2a2 > I-M223 > I-Z161 > I-L801, 
found predominantly in Germanic countries.

When our Parkers’ Y-DNA tests came back – They are 
definitively in “trunk” haplogroup R1b, specifically 
subclade R-U106 > R-Z381 > R-Z301, also 
predominantly found in Germanic countries. 

These two paternal lines have not shared a common 
male ancestor in thousands of years.

IJK

IJK

P I J

R

R1a R1b

I1 I2

T NO



O B J E C T I V E # 2 :  
E S T A B L I S H I N G

C O M M O N A N C E S T R Y







1.

2.

The fourth row, the William Parker descendant, shows a Genetic Distance (GD) of more than 20 from the other Parker men –
indicating he does not share a common paternal ancestor with the others for many centuries.



N O N - P A T E R N I T Y E V E N T?





William S. Parker
(c. 1799–1878)

Jefferson 
Cleveland Parker

(1853–1908)

William Hamby 
Parker

(1874–1951)

Albert Green 
Parker

(1910–1974)

Rayburn Everett 
Parker

(1933–2009)

??



B U T W A I T…  A U T O S O M A L D N A  T O T H E R E S C U E







Shared autosomal DNA between
A.C.G. and Tester #3.



A  P O S S I B I L I T Y









M O R E T E S T I N G I S N E E D E D



1.

2.

3.

https://help.familytreedna.com/hc/en-us/articles/4402392808463-Autosomal-DNA-Transfers-Guide

https://help.familytreedna.com/hc/en-us/articles/4402392808463-Autosomal-DNA-Transfers-Guide


O B J E C T I V E # 3 :  F I N D I N G P A R K E R A N C E S T R Y







If we suppose 30-year generations, there are 
about 5 generations between John T. Parker 
(b. 1807) and Roger Parke (b. 1648) + 6 
generations from tester to John T. Parker.

1807−1648=158÷30=5+6=11 generations
~94% probability that Roger Parke is our 
ancestor (per statistical estimates)



P A R K ( E ) - P A R K E R A N C E S T R Y











S O M E Y - D N A  M A T C H E S

Tester Surname Genetic 
Distance

Earliest Known Paternal Ancestor

Parker 1 Phillip Washington Parker, d. 1863

Park 2 Roger Parke > John > John > Ebenezer

Parker 2 Hezekiah V. Parker, b. 1810 Bledsoe TN

Park 3 Roger Parke > John > John > Moses

Park 3 Roger Parke > Roger > Nathan > Charles

Parks 3 Samuel Parks, b. 1759 NC, d. 1846 IL

Park 3 Roger Parke > Roger > Jonah > Rodger M.

Parks 3 Samuel Parks, b. 1759 NC, d. 1846 IL

Parks 3 Roger Parke > Roger > Nathan > Joseph > James b. 1794 NC.

Parke 4 Roger Parke > Roger > Joseph > Joseph

More men named Parker we match with at only 12 markers – i.e. not very good matches, but do 
show some kinship.



W H E R E T O G O F R O M H E R E?











N A I L I N G D O W N O U R P A R K E R S









M O R E T E S T I N G I S N E E D E D !

 Big-Y 700

Parker DNA project general fund GoFundMe





 Autosomal Transfers Guide

 Sharing Ancestry DNA Results

 Parker of Lawrence County, Ala. DNA Project

https://www.familytreedna.com/products/y-dna#compare
https://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=ParkerofLawrenceCountyAla
https://www.gofundme.com/f/parker-family-of-lawrence-county-ala-ydna
https://help.familytreedna.com/hc/en-us/articles/4402392808463-Autosomal-DNA-Transfers-Guide
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Sharing-AncestryDNA-Results
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/parkerof-lawrence-county-ala


M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N O N P A R K( E )  F A M I L Y



https://minerdescent.com/2010/05/19/roger-parkes-sr/



https://birkey.org/articles/park-parke/a-look-at-the-english-quarter-of-the-family/



https://birkey.org/family-tree/getperson.php?personID=I897&tree=1

 joseph.t.richardson@gmail.com

https://minerdescent.com/2010/05/19/roger-parkes-sr/
https://birkey.org/articles/park-parke/a-look-at-the-english-quarter-of-the-family/
https://birkey.org/family-tree/getperson.php?personID=I897&tree=1
mailto:joseph.t.richardson@gmail.com

